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lNT£SNATlOIiAL  MLITSPY  TPIBUMAL  FOR  THE  F.^  EAST 
THE  UNITEDiSTATES:U)F)AlTEi;CA;  ot  al 
-vs- 

ARAKI ,  Sadao •  et  al 

SkVORI^  DEKSITION 

Efifonont  :  MAChll-'URA ,  Kingo 

Having  first  duly  sv.orn  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and  in  accordiance 
with  the  procedure  follo-.ved  in  wy  country  I  hereby  depose  as  follows. 

AFFIDAVIT 

I,  KACKIJ'URa,  Kingo  make  oath  and  say  as  follovsj 
1.  It  was  in  1933  when  I  was  serving  as  Sue:  t  o-y  to  YUASA,  Kurahol , 
Minister  of  the  Imperial  Household  that,  I.  .VaCHII/URA,  Kingo,  was  first 

acquainted  with  Marquis  KIDO.  At  that  time,  Marquis  KEDO  was  President 
of  the  Board  of  Peerage.  Later,  when  Marquis  KIDO  was  appointed  ’Inistor 
of  Home  Affairs,  I  served  under  him  as  Chief  of  the  Police  Aff-nrc  .'5:c-icn 
of  the  Police  Affairs  Bureau  in  the  Home  Minister  and  later  as  chief  of 
the  Personal  Affairs  Section  of  the  Minister's  Secretariate,  yhen  I  assuiouc. 
the  post  of  Chief  of  the  Police  Affairs  Bureau  under  the  TOJO  Cabinet  and 
that  of  Chief  of  Metropolitai:  Pclice  under  the  SUZUKI  Cabinet,  Marquirs 
KIDO  was  serving  as  Lord  Keeper  of  tbj  Privy  Seal,  so  that  I  frequently 
called  on  him  to  report  on  the  home  sitiuition. 

2.  Thus,  my  official  duty  gave  me  frequent  opportunities  from  L939.  through 
1945  to  converse  with  Marquis  KIDO.  I  carefully  listened  to  his  opinions 
when  he  expressed  them  to  me.  I  became  roll  acquainted  with  Marquis  KIDC's 
ideological  trend  and  political  views. 
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3#  Marquis  KIDO  has  always  impressed  mo  as  being  a  peaceful  and  roderats 
man.  As  an  example  of  this  I  would  like  to  refer  to  a  dramatic  chemgs  which 
came  over  the  Ministry  of  Honx3  Affairs  following  his  assumption  of  the 
portltxliiofo^  Hoina?<A^‘l'uir8. 

4.  Home  Minister  Marquis  KIDO's  predecessor  was  Admiral  SUItETaJGU,  Nobumisa. 
On  his  assumption  of  the  post  of  I.omo  Minister  in  December,  1937»  Admiral 
SiraiTSUGU  strongly  prejudiced  the  officials  of  the  Homo  Ministry  against 
himself  by  carrying  out  a  reshuffle  of  higher  Home  Office  officials  against 
their  desires.  The  Admiral  took  this  unpopular  action  in  attempts  to  iron 
out  the  relations  between  the  Home  Ministry  and  the  Army,  which  had  been 
anything  but  smooth  due  to  a  stiff  attitude,  maintained  by  Home  Ministry 
officials  against  the  Array's  political  edr-uc.  .  To  make  matters  worse, 

a  high  percentage  of  visitors  to  the  Admiral  whom  I  saw  consisted  of  radical 

Army  officers  and  rightists,  which  greatly  stimulated  the  Homo  Office 
officials  wholooked  askance  at  the  Army's  political  interference.  I  was 
Chief  of  the  lolice  Affairs  Section  of  the  Police  Affairs  Buronu  of  t’r/ 

Homs  Ministry  then  and  saw  many  of  these  people  hanging  arcimid  the  offic 
of  the  Home  Ministry.  This  was  the  reason  why  Admiral  SUYETSUGU  forfeited 
his  confidence  of  the  Home  Office  officials. 

5.  In  January,  1939  when  Marquis  I'lDO  assumed  the  post  of  FUnister  of 
Homs  Affairs  under  the  HIFAiniV.  Ccbl 'Ct ,  he  appointed  KAYABA  as  Chief  of 
the  Metoropolitan  Police  Bureau  •'r.d  A.DO  as  Chief  of  the  Police  Affairs 
Bureau,  who  were  efficient  and  industrious  and  popular  emong  Homo  Office 
officials  in  efforts  to  dispel  the  ominous  atmosphere  which  had  been 
brewed  in  the  Home  Office  under  his  predc  .essor. 
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The  assumption  of  the  protfolio  of  Herns  Affairs  by  tha  Marquis,  assisted 
by  the  above  officials,  had  magical  effects  in  brightening  up  the  atmosphere 
of  the  HoiiB  Ministry.  Needless  to  say  that  the  entouraffs  of  Admiral  SUSETSUGU, 
consisting  of  radical  rightist  reformists  and  militarist  who  frequented  the  I. 
Home  Ministry  during  the  Admiral's  tenure  of  office  as  Home  Minister  did  not 
make  their  appearance  in  the  Heve  .iinisbi'y  after  Marquis  K7.DP  was  appointed 
Home  Minister.  We  were  strongJ.y  impressed  at  xhat  tine  with  a  transformation 
which  came  over  the  atmosplioro  of  tJrr  Home  Ministry  as  a  happy  sequel  to  the 
essurption  of  the  portfolio  of  Homo  Affairs  by  Marquis  KIDO. 

6.  The  Cinema  Law,  which  was  promulgated  in  1939  under  the  EIRAffiFA,  Cabinet, 
was  not  the  result  of  any  militaristic  efforts.  Holding  the  post  of  a  sectional 
chief  of  the  police  Affairs  Bureau  in  the  Hove  '"inistry,  I  took  part  in  the 
enactment  of  the  said  law.  The  object  of  tlio  enactment  of  the  Cinema  Law  was 
duals  one  was  to  better  the  quality  of  motion  pictures  for  the  purpose  of 
contributing  to  the  advancement  of  national  culture ,  and  the  other ,  to  secure 

sound  devolopnent  for  the  cinema  industry. 

Prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  Cinema  Law,  the  coat  of  production  pijr  '  A'f 
was  very  low  on  an  average;  while  the  number  of  films,  produced  wqs  oxtrom*-!/ 
large.  The  inevitable  result  was  that  idl  the  cinemas  were  very  lew  in  quality 
and  the  cinema  industry  was  dcrlnated  by  the  so-called  showmen,  who  vied  with 
one  another  in  setting  up  and  ronagini;  cinema  productions,  thereby  leading  to 
many  evils.  The  Cinema  Law  was  cr.?ct«;d  tr  rectify  and  improve  the  situation. 

A  cortnittee  was  sot  up  in  tiiO  .'ior's  Ministry  under  the  Okada  Cabinet  in 

1934  to  undertake  spadework  in  the  r.oocssary  legislation  for  the  purpose. 
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ThO  Cinona  Lav.  r.as  finally  drafted  u:vdor  the  HIBAr.WA  Cabinet,  thanks  tc  coopora- 
tion  between  the  Fclico  Affairs  Bureau  in  the  Here  Ministry  and  the  Bureau 
of  Social  iSducation  in  the  Education  Ministry.  It  was  subirittod  to  the  erdinar;  j 

•  session  of  the  Diet  of  1939-  It  was  not  r^akoshift  legislation  nor  enacted  ^  j 

as  any  expedient,  military  or  otherwise.  It  was  the  result  of  five  years  of  i  ^ 

effort.  j  '-'I 

In  drafting  the  Cinoira  Law.  no  opinions  of  Home  Minister  KIDO  and  Eduoat  . 

Minister  AlLtKI  v*rc  er.tcdiod  as  it  was  entirely  done  by  officials  cf  the  two  j 

Ministries  in  the  conduct  of  thxlr  routine  business.  Nor  did  the  Hrre  Ministry  | 

and  Education  Ministry  consult  Tdth  the  Var  Ministry  and  Navy  Ministry  in  j 

drafting  the  Cinena  Law.  Nor  was  any  roquost  made  by  the  fighting  services  in 

draftijog  the  Cinema  Law.  All  this  was  duo  to  tto  fact  that  the  object  and 

substance  cf  th^  Cinema  Law  were  tc  improve  the  otar.dards  cf  the  industry  and 

.  I 

Slaving  nothing  to  dc  with  the  fighting  services. 

After  Marquis  KIDO  loft  the  Ifcire  Ministry  it  is  true  that  some  cinemas  ^ 

wore  produced  under  the  direction  or  guidance  of  the  Press  Section  of  the  War 
Ministry  or  the  Publicity  Bureau  of  the  Navy  Ministry,  by  granting  subsidies 
or  eupplying  materials  to  producers  on  the  part  of  the  fighting  services. 

But  they  represented  separate  questions  in  realities .  having  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  object  of  the  enactment  of  the  Cinema  Law. 

7.  A.0  Chief  of  the  Police  Affairs  Bureau  under  the  TOJO  Cabinet  I  had  many  » 

conversations  with  Marquis  KIDO,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal.  As  such  he 

served  the  finperor  close  to  the  Throne.  I  know  that  in  pursuance  of  Imperial  i 

wishes  and  fully  aware  as  ho  was  that  Japan's  resources  were  too  limited  t» 

wage  a  successful  war  with  America  and  Britain,  the  Marquis  did  every  thing 
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in  bis  powei ,  not  only  to  prevent  the  Arr.y  from  e  stabliahing  political  dominatioi 
but  also  chocking  a  spsread  of  hostilities.  With  all  his  efforts  everything  went 
against  his  withes  and  the  situation  grew  from  bad  to  worse.  I  know  this  from 
his  actions  and  from  what  ho  told  me. 

8.  Maiquia  laOO's  activities  in  restoring  peace  and  tenrinating  the  war  wore 
ospucially  spiectacular.  I  was  in  a  j>oaition  to  know  this  as  I  was  Chief  of  the 
Metropolitan  Folioe  at  that  time.  In  the  midst  of  an  atmosphere  which  prevailed 
among  young  Army  officers  and  the  rightist  gcoups,  surcharged  with  jingoism, 
calling  for  fighting  to  the  bitter  end,  Marquis  KIDO  invoked  Imperial  intervei 
tion  in  conjunction  with  Irimo  Minister  SDZUKI  and  restrained  the  Amy  so  as  to 
accept  the  Potsdam  Declaration  thereby  torminating  the  hostilities  and  restoring 
peace.  This  was  clearly  discerned  by  no  and  others  who  called  on  Marquis  KIDO 
from  time  to  tine  to  submit  reports  on  the  growing  tense  situation. 

9.  From  reports  recieved  by  mo  in  my  official  capacity  I  know  Marquis  KIDO 
was  looked  upon  as  the  progenitor  of  peace  moves  by  jingoists  who  abortively 
attempted  to  assassinato  him  twice.  Being  responsible  as  I  was  for  the  maintnanc 
of  peace  and  ordei*  in  Tokyo  as  Chief  of  Metropolitan  Police,  I  felt  calledupon 
by  my  official  duty  to  thko  every  precautionary  measure  for  the  protection  of 

I 

Marquis  KIDO.  Since  August  9,  1945  therefore*  I  detailed  additional  police 
guards  to  the  official  and  private  residences  of  the  I-'arquis  increasing  the 
nUtober  from  20  to  25- 

10.  There  was  the  Son jo  Doshikai ,  an  intransigent  patriotic  league  in  the 
jingoists  who  advocated  a  suicidal  policy  of  engaging  the  invading  Americans 
in  a  decisive  battle  in  the  Japanese  homoland,  dead  opposed  to  Japan's  sur¬ 
render.  SURIDATE,  Ippo,  SURIDaTE,  Fujio,  MIYAZAKI,  Seikichi.  and  more  than 
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ten  other  members  of  the  intransigent  body  regarded  Marquis  KIDO,  then  lord 

Keeper  of  the  R-ivy  Seal,  as  the  primo  mover  of  poaco  moves  and  on  August 

lat,  1943  posted  handbills  at  several  places  near  the  major  stations  of  the  ^ 

oleotrio  railway  in  Tokyo,  containing  inflainnatory  inscriptions  such  as  ^  | 

•Down  with  the  Japanese  Badoglio:,*  and  'Put  KIDO  to  death’.*  SUYAl'A,  MIYAZAKI 

and  five  other  memhers  of  the  same  group  early  on  the  morning  of  August  15. 

1943  stormed  Marquis  KIDO's  private  residence  with  intent  to  assassinate  him., 
being  armed  with  hand-graAados,  revolvers  and  Japanese  swords.  They  came  into 
clash  with  the  policemen  who  were  guarding  the  residence.  They  injured  Policemoi  , 

ASAO  with  a  Japanese  sword,  bpt  they  foiled  in  their  attempted  assassination 

of  Marquis  KIDO.  '  i' 

11.  Again  early  in  the  next  morning,  that  is,  August  l6,  1945  a  gang  of  four 
ruffians  attacked  the  residence  of  Dr.  V-ADA.  Koroku  at  Shinsaka  Machi ,  ASasaka 
ku,  Tokyo  where  Marquis  KIDO  used  to  stay  at  times.  Fortunately  however, 

K^irquis  KIDO  whs  away  from  the  residence  on  that  day,  so  that  the  attempted 
assassination  failedand  the  ^arquis  escaped  safely. 

12.  Twelve  of  the  group  flod  and  made  a  tea-house  on  top  of  Atago  Hill  their 
base  of  operations.  The  police  throw  a  cordon  round  the  hill  at  4:30  A.M. , 

August  18,  1945  in  efforts  to  round  them  up.  For  fear,  however,  that  the 
police  might  have  to  pay  heavy  sacrifices  as  those  terrorists  were  possessed 
of  ample  hand-grenades,  it  wtA  decided  to  lay  siege  to  the  hill.  During  the 
siege,  the  terrorists  wore. advised  to  surrender  voluntarily  on  several  occasions, 
but  t^ioy  would  not  follow  the  advice.  At  5:30  A.M. ,  August  22nd,  therefore 
their  arrests  wore  attempted  to  be  forcibly  carried  out  in  the  midst  of  a  etOTO 
by  shooting  an  intimidating  firo.  After  offering  some  resistance,  however, 

they  all  coninittod  suicide  by  throwing  hand-grenade  at  their  feet.  Two  of  the 
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twelve  terrorists  ran  the  siege  when  it  was  laid  on  August  l8th  attempted  to 

I 

flee;  but  they  were  iimediatly  put  under  anost.  One  of  tho  remaining  teirwa*-  | 

knocked  down  unconsious  by  the  blast  of  explosion  of  a  hand -grenade  which  he 

•I* 

flung  at  his  feut  in  attempt  to  conmit  suicide  together  with  his  comrades. 

V.hfiU  he  rogainod  consciousness,  he  attempted  to  flee,  but  was  immediately 
apprehended. 

13.  In  addtion  to  those  three  terrorists,  who  were  arrested,  SURIDATE,  Ippo, 

iiidokichi  and  !'IYA7.AKI ,  Seikiohi,  loading  member  of  the  terrorist  group 
who  did  not  take  part  in  the  Atago  Hill  Incident  wore  also  apprehended.  Ai 
tho  result  of  their  examination,  it  transpired  that  this  band  of  would  be 
assassins  woro  acquainted  with  Majors  HATANAKA,  TAJII^A  and  SHIPOKI,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  their  loader  SUPISATE,  Ippo  was  a  non-gogular  memberCshokutaku) 
of  the  Military  Affairs  Section  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  in  the  War 
Ministry  and  further  that  they  frequently  visited  tho  Military  erffairs  Section 
and  obtainedinfoimation  on  the  mavomonts  of  court  officials  and  Senior  StatoEinan, 
oloso  to  the  Throne. 

On  this  ^  day  of  Fob. ,  1947 
At 

DEPONED  /S/  MACHD’UR...  Kin/^o  (seal) 

I,  HOZII/I,  Shigetaka  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  was  svem 
by  the  Deponet,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal  thereto  in  the  presenoe  of 
this  witness. 

On  the  same  date 
At  samo  place 

Witness t  /S/  HOZLl-'I.  Shigetaka  (seed) 
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OATH 

In  accordance  with  my  conecionoe  ^  swear  to  tell  the  whole  truth 
withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 


/S/  MACHD.m».  Kin.7c  (seal) 
I 
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